then been sources of bureau-level evaluation support. After that beginning, the activities of the evaluation office grew steadily for the next several years.
With the legislative creation of NIE in 1972, the organizational structure for OE studies of eduation programs was altered somewhat, with a few exceptions, those OE functions that were primarily research oriented were transferred to the new agency. Notable exceptions were the research activities carried out as an adjunct to the OE program for the education of handicapped children.1 The director of the program argued that the research activities for the education of the handicapped were so closely related to state and local program support activities that handicapped research should not be moved to NIE. The OE handicapped office was successful in this argument and thus paved the way for the 1975 legislative directive in the Education of All Handicapped Children Act (P.L. 94-142) that the major national evaluation activities required in the Act were to be administered by the OE Bureau of Education of the Handicapped (BEH) and not in the central OE evaluation office.
The move towards decentralization of evaluation functions was underscored by language specifying that the new national center for research in vocational education was to be lodged in OE. This action had implications for OE evaluations because the research center was given specific responsibilities for developing evaluation methods and assisting state and local agencies in implementing program evaluations. In the trend towards decentralization of evaluation activities, it was equally important that Congress specified in the vocational education statute (Section 160 (a)(l)) that "the administration of all the programs administered by this Act" was to be the responsibility of the Bureau of Occupational and Adult Education (BOAE). Thus, the management of the national vocational research center and its mandated evaluation activities were explicitly assigned to the OE operating bureau, not to the central evaluation office or to NIE.
The most recent step in this trend has been the shift of responsibility for evaluation of the Follow Through program. As a result of a short-term "exploratory" evaluation of the program, the OE Commissioner in 1979 decided to move Follow Through evaluation activities frommmunity education).gton,  D.C.:    U.S. General Accounting
